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Organizing Your Photos

Whether our photos are in shoeboxes or on hard drives, we need a system to keep us from losing
control. Our photos shouldn’t be a burden - they are a treasure!

As with anything in our lives, taking care of our photos can become an easy habit if we just have
the right storage and the right system. Usually it is one person in a family that collects for the
whole family unit.

Our family usually fits into about 12 categories:

1. photos of yourself growing up

2. photos of your siblings and parents

3. a section for each of your children

4. Photos of your children together

5. Travel, trips we have taken over the years

6. Friends

7. Christmas or other family gatherings for holidays

8. Hobbies like cars, collections, gardens

9. Sports

10. Photos of family heritage over the decades, great grandparents etc.
11. Your spouses family

12. Your work or business history, your accomplishments

Now that you know how to categorize, now what?



PRINTED PHOTOS: I recommend a *Power Sort Box, a polypropylene box with removable
compartments and plastic file dividers for subheadings. Clear your schedule for an hour or two
and claim a place on a large table or on your bed. Start sorting the photos into the predetermined
piles. Don't reminisce as you do this! You can do this later! Get to work! During your first
organization time, organize in these groups and don’t worry about dates. You can always do
dates later. You can easily go through 2000 photos in and hour or two and have them neatly
tucked into the Power Sort Box! What a great feeling!

DIGITAL PHOTOS: Load on a regular basis into a program made for photos and
scrapbooking. Create folders in the same categories. Do not create too many categories or you
can spend a lot of time scrolling them. In the **Memory Manager software program from, it
automatically puts on the date from your camera, so that is done! Photos can be labeled with a
title, and a story can be added easily that connects to the photo. In this program you can rate your
photos 1-5, so at the end of the year you can be sure to print all the level 5 photos. A printed
photo is the safest photo.

A few priceless Photo tips:

There are many ways to back up your digital images, but don't get too crazy with this
step. Remember when we took our rolls to the store and printed doubles? That was a
good habit. Now we just need to get into another habit: loading our photos immediately
into our computer, and printing them, one batch at a time. Going through 25 photos from
Grandmas house is so much easier than going through 500 that you kept building up on
your camera. Send as many as you like to an ***off-site printer and they will send them
to you in the mail. They will store your J-pegs for free, even the ones that you don't print!
Remove photos that are blurry or redundant. PURGE! If you take 2000 photos per year,
you will have 20,000 photos in 10 years! Yikes! Ask yourself "do I love this photo?" If
you don't love it, get rid of it! Make room for good photos!

Finally, put the photos in a scrapbook or create a digital Storybook. If your albums are
organized by date or event, you will be able to find any photo in a heart beat, and they will
be protected from messy fingers, scratches, acid and dust in the air! What a great feeling
for yourself and your family.

Here is to good habits!

Creative Memories: * PowerSort Box holds 1200 photos in 6 compartments ($29)
Creative Memories: ** Memory Manager Digital Storage program ($39.95)
Creative Memories: *** Photo Printing and storage: www.creativememories.com/digital

Laura Jannika, Creative Memories Unit Leader
H: 734-522-4395 Cell: 734-578-1177
My blog: www.poweroftheflower.blogspot.com

To place an order click: www.mycmsite.com/jannika
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